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	Background

The Wirral Squash Development Group (WSDA) was set up in April 2005 with the aim of creating and developing a squash programme to encourage girls and boys from Wirral Schools to play squash in the community.  

The success of the WSDA and each project is due to collaboration with Merseyside Sports Partnership, Wirral Sports Development Department, Wirral Education Department, Wirral Sports Council, England Squash Affiliated Squash Clubs, Local Authority Leisure Centres in Wirral, and Merseyside Squash Rackets Association, professionals and volunteers.

The programme would also increase participation through promoting Primary Schools Squash, thus developing a mechanism for the delivery of squash to schoolchildren, and promote exit routes to England Squash Affiliated Squash Clubs and Local Authority Leisure Centres in the area.

It would also provide a solid foundation for the next generation of players for Merseyside in providing and maintaining strong between Leisure/Sports Centres and Local Schools, County Associations and Local Authorities.  The group also looked at sources of funding available to assist Schools/Clubs/Local Authority Leisure Centres. 
 

	Aims and Objectives

The Group’s main objectives being to support Community Activity by:

·
Creating and building on existing sustainable opportunities, promote the game of squash to a wider audience through taster sessions, festivals of squash and coaching for juniors in the community on a long-term basis.
·
Promoting healthy lifestyles and encourage children to be more active by playing squash.

·
Encouraging juniors, including disabled people, to play squash.



	Key Actions

· Attracting funding for coaching, equipment and training

· Setting up courses in mini squash and competitive opportunities
· Raising awareness of mini squash and increasing participation 


	Main achievements to date

First Year 2005
· Taster sessions with 2 secondary school and 3 primary schools

· Total of 170 pupils plus staff involved 
2006 

3 grants obtained to set up the following – 
· Teachers Award Course for 30 Adults plus 6 School Sports Co-ordinators (SSCo’s)

· 6 Week Mini Squash Courses set up in 12 Primary Schools 

· Mini Squash bags (rackets and balls) and Rebound Walls/Nets supplied to Schools 

· 12 Festivals took place in local Squash Clubs/Leisure Centres 

· Children invited to local junior squash coaching sessions 

· Inaugural Wirral Primary Schools Squash Tournament now an annual event

· Total No of Children involved: 750 

· 30 Teachers and 6 SSCos trained in Mini Squash

· Mini Squash DVD produced 

2007 

2 Further grants received to develop programmes for: 

· Squash in 3 secondary schools – targeting girls year 7/8 

· Mini Squash sessions for 3 primary schools 

· Squash festivals at local leisure centre/club courts and community links

· Teachers Award course for 30 adults 

· Annual Wirral Primary Schools Mini Squash Tournament

· Inaugural Wirral Secondary School Squash Tournament

· Teachers Award course for special needs staff and all mini squash equipment

· Total number of pupils involved 360 

· Total number of staff involved 30 

2008 

· Funding secured to develop 16 fully qualified and licensed coaches

· Both courses run at local leisure centre
· Total of 10 females and 6 males on the course



	Main partners involved

The main working partners in the group:

·
Wirral Sports Development - Dave Simmonds (Chairman)

·
England Squash - Tina Burrows (Secretary) 

·
Education - Dan Keefe (PDM), Ray Hamlett (SSCo) and Kev Byrne (PDM)

·
Grants Officer/Treasurer - Betty Stewart

·
Squash Coaches - Tina Burrows (Level 3) and Bob Jones (Level 2)

·
Clubs and Leisure Centres - Concourse Leisure Centre West Kirby, Leasowe Recreation Centre, Oval Leisure Centre and other local squash clubs 


	Key factors for good practice

Collaborative working to achieve goals
Funding attracted by the group 

Increasing participation in squash



	What is still to be achieved

In 2009 the group aims to: 

· Attract further funding the set up programmes linked to 2 local leisure centres

· Launch a new festival at the local leisure centre with coaches and clubs on site

· Create an Annual Wirral Primary School Mini Squash Tournament

· Set up a Secondary School Taster Session for girls Year 7/8 

· Secure funding for squash equipment and coaching throughout 2009

· Aim to work with 360 primary school pupils

· Aim to work with 120 plus secondary school pupils 


	What mechanisms are in place to ensure sustainability

Adults and teachers have attended Teachers Award Course

These qualified individuals are given access to Mini Squash equipment for a term

This equipment is then rotated on to the next schools and coaches

Festivals are organised to raise awareness of leisure centres and club facilities

Route for development - Annual Squash Tournaments for Primary and Secondary in Wirral, North West School Competitions, National Squash Championship 



	Monitoring and evaluation process

Regular meetings with WSDA and partners to monitor progress

Feedback forms from students and teachers 

Attendance figures to courses and coaching 



