Case Study Template 
	Title of Case Study 
	Stephen Hunt, from volunteer to career 
in disability sport 

	Contact Name and Telephone Number
	Katie Crozier 0151 231 5325

	Project Timescale
	1999 – present day


	Summary of Case Study 
Stephen Hunt was with his brother at an Everton game when he noticed an advertisement for the project ‘Ability Counts’. Unfortunately the football sessions advertised were taking place in Manchester, but the English Federation of Disability Sport, who set up the project, gave Stephen the number for Merseyside Sports Partnership (MSP). Steve Sullivan at MSP took the call and introduced Stephen to a number of opportunities taking place in Liverpool which helped him join a club, get into volunteering, train and eventually gain a working career in sport. 


	Why was it needed?
Merseyside Sports Partnership is working to improve the quality of life for the people of Merseyside through sport and physical activity. The assistance MSP provided for this individual demonstrates what can be achieved by having local expertise in disability sport. 


	Aims and Objectives
Stephen has always been a huge fan of Liverpool FC and wanted to be involved in football himself but had not heard of any opportunities locally for disabled players. Merseyside Sports Partnership directed Stephen to a number of opportunities for playing and volunteering and his experiences have boosted his confidence and provided a great deal of enjoyment from the sport he loves. 


	Main Outcomes 
Attended a Community Sports Leader Award (CSLA) course at Millbank College
Joined the Merseyside Football Mini League as both a competitor and coach
Assistant coach at Walton Sports Club disability football sessions 

Volunteer at Merseyside Youth Games every year since 2001

Started a two year contract with Merseyside Sports Partnership in 2001 as Assistant Disability Officer funded by Positive Action Training

Coached at Huyton Gateway session in 2003

Volunteered with MSP for a further 2 years 

Played for Everton Disability Football Club

Play for Liverpool Disability Football Club 

Now a key member of the Liverpool Disabled Supporters Association
Volunteers for Respect Academy

Coach adult disability sessions at Picton Sports Centre

Helped to set up Fairfield Phab Club 

Volunteer at Kensington and Fairfield Sports Club

Football Association Level 2 Coach

Liverpool County Football Association Level 1 Referee


	Who was involved?
English Federation of Disability Sport 
Merseyside Sports Partnership 
Walton Sports Centre
Everton Football Club, Everton in the Community 
Liverpool Football Club 



	How was it Funded?
Merseyside Sports Partnership 
Positive Action Training


	How do you know it was good practice? 
Merseyside Sports Partnership core team were able to respond to Stephen’s initial request and to make recommendations to him as opportunities arose. By offering Stephen the chance to develop his skills at a CSLA course and through volunteering at various events for MSP he has since been able to coach and volunteer across Liverpool, gaining valuable expertise and life skills. 
Stephen Hunt commented: 

“MSP have played a major part in my life, providing me with great opportunities and helping me to develop my abilities and confidence. I am now giving back what I can by coaching and organisation in disability sport.”

“During my contract with MSP I learned how to run my own club for disabled people and I found this experience valuable as in January 2006 I was approached to help set up a phab club for disabled children aged between 8 and 18 year old in Lockerby Road Fairfield Liverpool.


“Fairfield phab has been running for 3 years and we have been working hard to develop it into a successful club for disabled people to have fun in. I have been appointed as sports co-ordinator for the club.


“I also work voluntarily at Kensington and Fairfield Sports club on Friday nights. I referee and compete in boccia and work with Joan Bateman (Club Leader) to make this a great club for disabled youngsters and adults to join.”



	Have you already done any Publicity or Promotion? 
Stephen was presented with a Special Recognition Award at the Future Sporting Champions Dinner in October 2004. 


	What Next? 
Stephen Hunt commented: 


“I care passionately about Liverpool FC and its disability programme. I'm involved with the respect academy and I play for the LFC pan disability D team and I want to be successful and help Liverpool F.C. be the best club for disabled people in the world. We have been recently to Switzerland to share experiences with disabled football teams from Germany, Austria and Switzerland, so disabled football is growing. 

“I have just completed my F.A. Level 2 badge and hope to gain more football coaching experience. I hope to continue to assist Steve Sullivan MSP with his disability programme and Steve Swinnerton (LCC Football development officer) with any disability projects. I have refereed in the MLD Leagues football games after passing my level 1 referees course with LCFA and I have enjoyed doing it. 

“Over the last 2 years I have coached disabled adults in Picton Sports Centre and Walton Sports Centre and this session is getting bigger and better every year. Kenny Dalglish came to one of the sessions and it was a dream come true to meet him. I just hope to improve my coaching and organising and help disabled and abled people enjoy sport in Merseyside.”


	Concluding Key Point about the Case Study

Raising awareness of Merseyside Sports Partnership has proven to be vital, so that enquiries can be directed to the right place. What is also vital is the expertise in disability sport which is available at Merseyside Sports Partnership through Steve Sullivan, Senior Development Officer (Events). By having these links with key partners across the county MSP are able to find opportunities for individuals who are keen to get involved and to get on in sport in Merseyside. What is needed is for the county sports partnership to maintain access to funding, so that individuals like Stephen Hunt can access courses like CSLA, so that he is able to confidently deliver sports coaching to clubs and sessions in the local area.



