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	Title of Case Study 
	Liverpool City Basketball Finals feed into Merseyside Primary Games

	Contact Name and Telephone Number
	Paul O’Leary 07960 481 834

	Project Timescale
	Year round development in 2009-2010 
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	Summary of Case Study 
Basketball has proved to be a big hit amongst Liverpool schools, it has always been popular in the secondary sector, but in the advent of Competition Managers working in Liverpool it has attracted a new age group by being introduced onto the Primary Competition Programme.

Across the city every Primary School was offered Basketball coaching as part of the coaching programme they receive from the School Sport Partnerships. Towards the end of the block of coaching sessions, schools had the opportunity to enter a SSP competition. The winner and runner-up from each of these SSP Competitions qualified for the City Finals held at Liverpool Hope University on the 24th November.


	Why was it needed?
To establish the representative basketball teams to represent Liverpool to play at the 2010 Merseyside Primary Games (MPG) and to increase participation in the sport. 
Chris Haslam, Everton Tigers: 

“I wish I’d had these sorts of opportunities when I was younger, and to have this sort of experience of competition. The rest of Europe has basketball as their second most important sport, so the UK is catching up now. I first played basketball at Southport YMCA and was lucky enough to be awarded a basketball scholarship to attend the University of Wyoming in America. After 4 years I turned professional and have played in several different leagues throughout Europe over 13 seasons. 

“It is an exciting time for basketball with the Olympics coming to London in 2012, the success of the National team and more NBA and European games being broadcast on TV. Everton Tigers games will be shown from January on Sky Sports. 
“It is great to bring all these schools together from across the city and to provide so many opportunities for children to try the sport and compete. My only worry is that an event like this inspires the young people to want to progress in the sport when there is still a lack of clubs, lack of facilities and lack of higher qualified coaches to really bring them on.”



	Aims and Objectives
To introduce coaching in basketball and offer a competitive opportunity to Year 5/6 children. Also establishing the strongest teams in the city and inviting the top 2 to be Liverpool’s County representatives at the 2010 MPG
 

	Main Outcomes 
Approximately 700 Year 5/6 children have been involved in coaching and 550 were involved in competitions.  
Jo Foley, Everton in the Community (she coaches in 5 primary schools but has come with Ranworth School to the tournament.)
“It’s been really good for the children to experience different attitudes towards winning and losing from the other children, and for them to compete with children from other schools who are at different levels of ability. It shows them what they have to do now.”



	Who was involved?
55 Liverpool primary schools
Competition Managers Paul O’Leary and Faye Parsons

Coaches (Team Managers from Schools)
Referees (supplied by Liverpool Basketball Club and Liverpool Hope University
Volunteers  (from Liverpool Basketball Club, SSP’s and Liverpool Hope University
Liverpool Basketball Club
Everton Tigers

Liverpool Hope University


	How was it Funded?
Hall hire, trophies and certificates were overhead costs and were paid for out of the Competitions Managers budgets.


	How do you know it was good practice? 
We involved all the relevant bodies necessary to deliver such a programme, i.e. NGB (England Basketball), local clubs (Tigers and L’pool BC), media (Echo), CSP (MSP), local university (L’pool Hope), SSP staff and coaches. This all led to successful Basketball Programme involving over 100 primary schools (coaching), of which 55 entered local SSP competitions.
Colin Grady, School Sports Co-ordinator at St Benedicts commented: 
“Brilliant event, all school sports partnerships got 2 teams in the city final, it’s really worked well in the South Liverpool are and the kids are really enjoying it. It’s also good to see the Everton Tigers here to inspire them and to be available for them to ask questions about what it’s like to be a professional basketball player. That sort of interaction is great for the kids. 

“This is a well run tournament which follows the structure, local clubs have referees at the event and the club coaches are working in schools, helping to coach the young people on the run up to competitions. 3 children from last years school team are now playing every Saturday with the Everton Tigers at Austin Rawlinson in Speke and I expect more will be inspired to join clubs this year. We are lucky because Holy Trinity run after school clubs every Tuesday and breakfast clubs every Thursday that are based around basketball.”



	Have you already done any Publicity or Promotion? 
Reports have been issued to the Liverpool Echo, Merseyside Sport Partnership and sent to around the school sports partnership network


	What Next? 
Excellent links have been made with both prominent city Basketball Clubs (Liverpool and Everton Tigers). Training sessions for Liverpool Basketball Club  have been promoted to schools and city finalists have free tickets


	Concluding Key Point about the Case Study

The stats prove Basketball in becoming increasingly popular which is good news for the sport. This will supplement our local clubs at a grass roots level (Liverpool Basketball Club) which in turn will hopefully contribute to the success of the National League Team (Tigers) in the future. 

There has been a Basketball Development Officer appointed who is due to start at Merseyside Sports Partnership in January 2010. The successful applicant will principally be responsible for working with partners to increase and sustain participation in basketball through clubs, competition, coaching, volunteering and officiating against realistic targets set within its development plan.



Merseyside Sports Partnership,

Unit 1 Dakota Business Park,
Skyhawk Ave, Garston, Liverpool, L19 2QR

T: 0151 427 3889 F: 0151 427 3779

Email: admin@merseysidesport.com
Website: www.merseysidesport.com

[image: image3.jpg]


