FUNDING FOR SPORTS, OUTDOORS, FITNESS & FOOTBALL
Get Qualified NW is entering its final phase and can reimburse up to £200 for a level 2 and £300 for a level 3 or equivalent sport, outdoor or fitness course.  Get Qualified NW has recently supported Rob Oakley to achieve his FA Youth Award ‘Developing the Practice’ coaching qualification with Liverpool FA.  Rob lives in Liverpool and has been a volunteer at Liverpool Feds Ladies and Girls FC for three seasons where he has been involved in coaching both junior and senior teams.  Liverpool Feds was formed twenty years ago and consists of three adult teams which play in the Women's northern combination, regional North West league at south and county level. The club also has a very successful youth section with teams in U10, U12, U14 and U16; a number of players have gone on to play at a higher level and have gained international experience with England youth teams.  
The football Youth Award is for coaches involved in the development of junior football both at the grassroots level or in the professional game and it provides candidates with an ongoing involvement in coaching young footballers an opportunity to improve their knowledge and confidence in a range of key issues around developing and understanding practice.  Rob reported that the course was fantastic and he would recommend it to any coach working with youth players.  Having coaches with qualifications such as these helps community clubs like the Liverpool Feds keep their Charter Standard status which is a Football Association best practice guide.

Rob has a sporting background; he spent five years coaching in the US and since achieving this award he has gained a job working for the FA as a Skills Coach.    This coaching qualification gives Rob a better understanding of the players that he works with and as the cost of such qualifications can be a barrier for volunteers like Rob the financial support from Get Qualified NW has been very helpful.
To apply for Get Qualified NW funding you must be 19 or over live, work or volunteer in sport, outdoors or fitness in the North West, apply in advance of the course starting and not be a full time student.  To apply or find out more please visit www.getqualifiednw.org.uk or call 01768 893526.  All sports coaches accessing Get Qualified NW are also able to access the NW Mentoring Programme free of charge. This programme offers candidates the opportunity to have a one-to-one session with a qualified mentor to help with their personal development. For more information about the scheme please contact Andrew Watkins on andrew.watkins@sportactivensa.co.uk or 07590 439 535.
