Case Study Template 

	Title of Case Study 
	David Price Boxing Academy

	Contact Name and Telephone Number
	Jake Collin 07888 760 278

	Project Timescale
	Terms One and Two 


	Summary of Case Study 

David Price is a former pupil at Cardinal Heenan Sport College in Liverpool. In the Summer of 2008 at the Olympic Games in China, David won the bronze medal in the Super Heavyweight Boxing Division. Arriving back to the UK as a national hero, David is part of the team of athletes that finished 4th in the overall medals table, he decided it was time to use his profile to put something back into the City of Liverpool. It had long been his ambition to create a network of amateur boxing academies across the City. Utilising his increased profile, the school sport network, the City of Liverpool sport development section and Sport Unlimited money David launched his first academy at his old school, Cardinal Heenan Sport College in Liverpool.


	Why was it needed?

Boxing had been identified as a hugely popular sport through consultation with students at the school, indeed after football (62%) boxing at (37%) was the second most popular sport played by the students out of school hours. With the profile and desire of the Olympian matched to the demand of the boys it was clear that this could happen.


	Aims and Objectives

David Price is quoted “the sport of boxing has given me so much; it gave me confidence at a time in my life when I needed it. This confidence has helped me in my academic life and my personal life, I am grateful to the sport of boxing. The aim of the academy is to give other young people the opportunity to try the sport and in doing so find something for themselves”.

The first academy opened in October with the aim to attract young men and women who have expressed an interest in the sport to a safe and welcoming environment. The academy is promoted to youngsters via the School Sport Partnership and the City of Liverpool Sport Development Unit.



	Main Outcomes 

24 participants

240 throughputs

100% retention levels

The Cardinal Heenan Amateur Boxing Club has been launched as a result with over 30 members. 8 Sport Unlimited starters recently competed at a club competition.
The Launch received attention from BBC NW and local papers and was attended by Stephen Twigg former Education Minister now parliamentary candidate for West Derby, Cllr Warren Bradley Leader of Liverpool Council and James Degale Olympic Gold medal winner (photos are available on request).


	Who was involved?

Cardinal Heenan Sport College – for vision
Dave Price and Amateur Boxing Association – for vision 
Liverpool School Sport Partnership – for signposting and support
Media – through exposure and promotion
Students – through consultation
Local M.P (candidate for West Derby) – Stephen Twigg
Sport England – Sport Unlimited money and advice

Merseyside Sports Partnership – support and advice



	How was it Funded?
The programme was funded via Sports Unlimited monies for coaching and equipment.
Some equipment i.e the ring and some other equipment provided by Cardinal Heenan School

Time and energy of many people in making it happen


	How do you know it was good practice? 

This is a fantastic project that has an Olympian at the helm. It is bringing to the table all the major partners to ensure that it meets demand, is inspirational and has a real chance of being sustainable. The Sport Unlimited concept and resources have been fully maximised in doing what it says on the tin that is getting youngsters into a sport of their choice and then through dedication and desire keeping them engaged. The practice of using the SSP as a sign poster to the programme fits with the role of SSCos and PLTs and the sports college as host site for the academy and club.  


	Have you already done any Publicity or Promotion? 

Yes – A copy of all associated material is available however it was done before the SU branding was available


	What Next? 

Dave Price has been successful in securing money to expand across Liverpool into a further 3 sites. (More promotion possible with SU branding). Dave has recently turned professional and makes his debut in Liverpool on March 28th. This is an ideal time to promote the next phase of academies and also promote Sport Unlimited.
Dave is hopeful that the other boroughs across Merseyside will include the academy in the third year of Sport Unlimited so that by the end of year three he at an academy in each of the 6 local boroughs.


	Concluding Key Point about the Case Study

The involvement of a successful Olympic bronze medallist was a significant factor in motivating the partners and for that all are grateful, however the role of the partners has been hugely significant. The concluding point is this, great ideas are just that, it is the energy; partnership working and funding that make those great ideas happen. This is just one of many great projects happening across the Country.



