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	Background

This case study demonstrates the performance pathway that exists for Boccia in Merseyside. Specifically how this pathway has assisted the development of Ryan Paladino, a young Boccia player from Merseyside, to perform at National competition level.  

Currently there are 36 schools delivering Boccia in Merseyside. 

10 in Knowsley

8 in Wirral 

6 in Liverpool

6 in Sefton

3 in Halton

3 in St Helens

There are 7 clubs offering Boccia in Merseyside and 8 Boccia competitions take place in Merseyside each year including the Merseyside Youth Games. 

When Ryan became involved in Boccia at his local school, Lansbury Bridge School in St Helens, he began to show real talent for the sport. Ryan took part in the sport as part of the curriculum at the school and at after school sessions as part of a Multisports Club. The schools School Sports Co-ordinator (SSCO) recognised his talent and he was asked to join the Boccia Team and represent his school in competitions. 

While at a Schools Boccia Competition for Merseyside in October 2006 Ryan was talent spotted by members of the core team at Merseyside Sports Partnership, the organisers of the event. Ryan was advised to join a Boccia club to help further his talents and he joined the Stockport Boccia Club. 

Following joining the club, Ryan attends weekly training sessions and was picked from the club to join the North West Squad which then went on to win the Disability Sports Events (DSE) National Championships in November 2006. 

Ryan was then advised to take part in an individual competition and entered the Celebral Palsy Tournament, which he won in January 2007. He then went on to compete in the National Finals of this competition on the 10th and 11th March where he was knocked out in the Finals taking fourth place in his group. 

Ryan has vowed to continue to commit time to his training and hopes to improve on these results in next year’s competitions. 

 

	Aims and Objectives

To ensure that the pathways and opportunities that exist for disabled people in sport are identified.

To ensure that competitive opportunities for disabled sports people are available.

To ensure that talented disabled sports people are identified and their development supported.


	Key Actions

· Boccia is taught in Lansbury Bridge School, St Helens.

· Ryan Paladino, a young person at the school, took part in Boccia both in the P.E. Curriculum and at an after-school Multisports Club and was identified by Ken Andrews - the School Sports Co-ordinator (SSCO) based at the School. 

· He was asked to join the School’s Boccia team. 

· Ryan attended School Boccia competition in October 2006 and was talent spotted by members of the Merseyside Sports Partnership Core Team – Pete Wyman – Sports Development Manager and Steve Sullivan – Events Senior Officer. 

· He was advised to join a Boccia club to develop his talent. Ryan trains every week at Stockport Boccia Club. There are Boccia clubs in Merseyside but at Stockport, Manager Jim Hollworth understands the competition structure and the club is more successful competitively than any of the Merseyside Clubs, which seem to focus more on the sport for leisure and fun.  

· MSP worked with the North West Team Manager Jim Hallworth to make selections for the North West Boccia Squad.  
· Ryan joined the North West Squad and the team won the DSE National Championships in November 2006. 

· Ryan’s Club advised him to take part in another tournament – as an individual Boccia player.

· Ryan entered the Cerebral Palsy (CP) Tournament 

· In January 2007 Ryan won the CP Tournament and is due to compete in the National Finals 10th and 11th of March in Sheffield. 

	Main achievements to date

· Talent spotted by School Sports Co-ordinator

· Talent spotted by Merseyside Sports Partnership Team 

· Advised to join a Boccia Club and given details

· Selected for North West Squad – NW team won

· Club advised Ryan to go for CP Tournament – Ryan won

· Ryan will go forward to compete in CP National Finals in March



	Main partners involved

· Lansbury Bridge School 

· School Sports Co-ordinator

· Disability Sports Events (English Federation of Disability Sport)
· Merseyside Sports Partnership (core team) 

· Stockport Boccia Club

· Cerebral Palsy Sport 



	Key factors for good practice

· School based competition

· Talent identification

· Club membership 

· Regional competition

· National competition

· Leading to International competition



	What is still to be achieved

· The next step would be onto a Paralympic pathway. 



	What mechanisms are in place to ensure sustainability

· Good relationship with all Merseyside Disability Schools for continued Boccia coaching and events 

· Good relationship with clubs to recommend for either leisure or competitive sport

· Good links with existing sponsors to support events (Capita and Merseytravel)



	Monitoring and evaluation process

· Number of young disabled people involved in the Boccia Schools Events 

· Number of young disabled people from Merseyside joining Boccia clubs

· Number of young disabled people taking part in Boccia competitions at the Merseyside Youth Games



